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THE PROJECT

This project was to design a dust jacket for William Shakespeare’s 
play, Julius Caesar. The play was read through and analyzed in 
order to discover an appropriate theme for the design, ultimately 
being designed to convey the famous line said by the soothsayer, 
“Beware the Ides of March.”

The final design of the project underwent multiple design phases, 
from sketching, media experimentation, refining, and critiques 
from peers, all to best represent this play into a single image.
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THE RESEARCH

Initially, I first read the play in 
2009, and upon completing the first 
read through, I had decided that I 
was going to draw what I felt were 
the five most important scenes.

When I started this project in 2017, 
I remembered that I still had those 
images and thought that they were 
a great way to start off my research, 
before I reread Julius Caesar again.
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THE RESEARCH

I then began searching for images 
of other designer’s work for Julius 
Caesar to see what were some 
common themes. 



�

Here are more images.

THE RESEARCH
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THE SKETCHES

After gathering research, I proceeded 
to make rough thumbnail sketches 
of potential designs.
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THE SKETCHES

I picked a couple of the thumbnails 
to make a more refined sketch, as 
potential directions to go.

I showed these to peers, and the 
general consensus was to explore the 
bust of Caesar more.
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THE SKETCHES

I went back and created more 
thumbnails, focusing my design 
around the bust of Caesar.
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MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION

After creating the last round of 
thumbnails, I had a couple of 
designs that I wanted to play with 
how I was going to render them.

I experimented with photo collage 
and doing a rough pencil sketch. 
My peers really like the bust with 
the calendar, and cuncurred that 
the correct idea had been found 
for the dust jacket.
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MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION

To refine the bust and calendar 
further, so as to not only get the 
right idea, but the idea perfectly 
rendered, I went and created 
digital variations.
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MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION

I played with different hues and 
different filters, and values to try 
and find that perfect design. I even 
tried using different calendars to 
capture an even more “Beware the 
Ides of March.”
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MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION

Some of them got a little 
ridiculous at times, but they 
were each really fun to render. I 
rediscovered the perspective tool in 
Photoshop and it was fun to play 
with.
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MEDIA EXPERIMENTATION

After creating the eighteen digital 
concepts, I brought them to peers 
for the last time, and it was mutually 
agreed upon that the best design was 
this one. They agreed that although 
some were really fun visually, a lot 
of them strayed a little to far from 
the theme I was shooting for. This 
one, however, portrayed that theme 
very well, and it should be the final 
direction that I should go for the 
dust jacket. 
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THE FINAL DESIGN

Taking everything that was 
explored, the resulting image for 
the front cover took the best from 
everything: the ripped paper from 
my photo collage experiment and 
the red calendar from my digital  
explorations. 

I thought that the red-hued bust 
was blending into the calendar, so I 
went back to gray, and darkened the 
values to make a stronger contrast 
between the two.
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THE FINAL DESIGN

Since a dust jacket needs more than 
just a front cover, I needed to design 
a back, spine and the flaps. I took 
the same ripped photo look through 
the entire design.
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THE FINAL DESIGN

Here is how the final design went to 
the printers with the text.
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Beware the Ides of  March.WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE

was an English poet, 
playwright, and actor, widely 
regarded as the greatest writer 
in the English language and 
the world’s pre-eminent 
dramatist. He is often called 
England’s national poet, 
and the “Bard of  Avon”. 
His extant works, including 
collaborations, consist of  
approximately 38 plays, 154 
sonnets, two long narrative 
poems, and a few other verses, 
some of  uncertain authorship. 
His plays have been translated 
into every major living 
language and are performed 
more often than those of  any 
other playwright.

In 44 BCE, Rome was 
the center of  an empire 
stretching from Britain to 
North Africa and from 
Persia to Spain. Yet even as 
the empire grew stronger, 
so, too, did the force of  
the dangers threatening its 
existence: Rome suffered 
from constant infighting 
between ambitious military 
leaders and the far weaker 
senators to whom they 
supposedly owed allegiance. 
A succession of  men aspired 
to become the absolute ruler 
of  Rome, but only Julius 
Caesar seemed likely to 
achieve this status…
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THE FINAL DESIGN

Once printed, the dust jacket was 
cut out and folded onto a copy of 
Julius Caesar and put on display.
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CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

Having the opportunity to design a dust jacket for a Shakespeare 
play has been an amazing experience. It has reacquainted me with 
not only a fantastic piece of literature, but also being able to take 
a big, complex, interwoven ideas, and break it down to a simple 
thought. Julius Caesar is fraught with betrayal, internal conflicts, 
intense character relationships, that to simplify it down to an 
image, derived from a single line in the play, has been amazing and 
a welcome challenge. It made me grow and stretch as a designer, 
and I am better for it. 


